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The information shown is for information and comparative purposes only.
You should seek professional advice before taking any action

-- 2009 Parent Companies Survey --

The AGN European Region conducts annual surveys of corporate, parent companies, value
added (VAT), salary and social security and inheritance taxes. These surveys have been
produced for a number of years and provide interesting comparisons from year to year and
from country to country and give an insight into trends.

Introduction: Parent companies are used to hold participations in group companies to collect
dividends and make capital gains from the sale of subsidiaries in the most tax efficient way.

The objective of the survey of parent company jurisdictions is to compare and contrast theof the
survey of parent company jurisdictions is to compare and contrast the conditions for the exemption
of dividends and capital gains and to try to identify the most useful and flexible jurisdiction to place
the parent company. The tax calculations are based on a standard profit and loss account and
balance sheet with subsidiaries in France, Germany, USA and Switzerland.

Countries Covered: The 2009 survey covers 26 countries, 21 of which are members of the EU.

Results of the 2009 Survey:

Net cash receivable by non-resident parent company: Cyprus pays the highest net dividend
to a non-treaty country domiciled shareholder which amounts to 96,06% of the profit made by the
parent company, followed by Liechtenstein (95,23%) and Malta (94,51%). Bottom of the list comes
Switzerland (56,04%), followed by the Ukraine (61,01%) and Poland (64,18%).

Dividend income (re: foreign subsidiaries): Most parent company jurisdictions apply a full
dividend income exemption system for dividend income from foreign subsidiaries. However, in
some jurisdictions like Bulgaria and the UK, dividend income is fully taxed. A tax credit applies in
the case of the UK. Only 84% of the dividend income is exempt in Romania and 85% in Liechtenstein,
whereas dividend income is taxed at a special rate in Russia.

Dividend withholding tax credits (re: foreign subsidiaries): A tax credit for the withholding tax
on dividend income from a USA and Swiss participation is granted in Italy, Norway and the UK.

Capital gain (re: foreign subsidiaries): Capital gains resulting from the sale of shares in foreign
subsidiaries are fully tax exempt in most parent company jurisdictions. However, in Bulgaria,
Greece, Poland, Russia and the Ukraine capital gains are fully taxed.

Investment costs write down (re: subsidiaries): Investments can be fully written down in the
jurisdictions of Austria (in a period of 7 years), Bulgaria, Estonia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,
Portugal, Romania, Spain and Switzerland.

Interest deduction: Interest paid on a loan taken by the parent company to purchase a foreign
subsidiary can be fully deducted in most jurisdictions. It is not deductible in Cyprus, Germany and
Italy.

Interest withholding tax: Twelve countries participating in the survey (Austria, Cyprus,
Denmark,France, Germany, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden
and Switzerland) do not impose any withholding tax on interest paid. The rate in the rest varies
between 12,5% and 25%, Estonia and the Ukraine being on the higher end.

Corporate income tax payable: The corporate income tax due on taxable profit varies from 9%
in Liechtenstein and 10% in Cyprus and Bulgaria to 33,99% in Belgium, 33.33% in France and
30% in Spain.

Dividend withholding tax (re: non-resident parent company): In most of the jurisdictions a
withholding tax on dividend applies in case of distributing a dividend to the non-resident parent.
The rate varies from 15% to 35% except in the case of Cyprus, Malta, Norway, Sweden and the
UK where no withholding tax is imposed and Liechtenstein where 4% is imposed.

CONCLUSION:

Most parent company jurisdictions apply a full dividend income and capital gains exemption system.
In some of the parent company jurisdictions where the exemption system does not apply, like the
UK, a tax credit is granted. From a tax point of view and particularly with regard to a low tax burden
and a short-term realisation of dividends, a non-resident taxpayer will gain most benefit from a
parent company in Cyprus, Liechtenstein and Malta.

It may be necessary to establish a combination of parent companies in different jurisdictions to
achieve all tax saving objectives.

Before taking or refraining from action in relation to the above, specific professional
advice should be taken in the countries concerned.

AGN International - Europe Limited, a company registered in England, with registration No. 4619314, whose registered office and
principal executive office is at 5-6 Francis Grove, London SW19 4DT, United Kingdom. Phone (+44 20) 89 44 59 55, Fax (+44 20) 89
47 34 77, Mail info@agn.org
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Profit before  Withholding ~Withholding ~ Corporate Net cash Dividend  Capital gains  Passive Trading Related Investment Goodwill Company Company Company Company Company Capital Disclosure of Does File accounts ~ Parent - Parent -

Country interest and tax on tax on Tax (%) received by  exemption exemption income activities interest cost write- write-off legal form minimum formation  shareholders directors contribution  beneficial [EUINT] (Y/N) subsidiary subsidiary

tax (%) interest paid dividend paid Parent (%) (%) allowed (%) allowed (Y/N) expense down allowed (Y/N) share capital period (Minimum)  (Minimum) tax (%) owner (Y/N) secrecy exist directive directive

(%) (%) Company allowed (Y/N) (Y/N) € (weeks) (Y/N) minimum minimum

(%) holding (%) period

(months)
Austria 100.00 % 0.00 % 20.69 % 7.38 % 71.92 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 50.00 % Y Y Y Y GmbH €35.000 1 1 1 1.00 % Y Y Y 25.00 % 12
Belgium 100.00 % 1.48 % 12.01 % 10.06 % 76.45 % 95.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N N BVBA/SPRL | €18.500 0 1 1 0.00 % N Y Y 20.00 % 12
Bulgaria 100.00 % 0.98 % 4.06 % 9.02 % 85.94 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % Y Y Y N LTD €2.556 2 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 0.00 % 0
Cyprus 100.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 3.94 % 96.06 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y N N N LTD €1 1 1 1 0.60 % N Y Y 0.00 % 0
Czech Republic 100.00 % 1.48 % 12.64 % 5.91 % 79.98 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y SRO €7.454 4 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 12
Denmark 100.00 % 0.00 % 23.18% 7.38 % 69.44 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y A/S or ApS €65.000 1 1 1 0.00 % N Y Y 0.00 % 0
Estonia 100.00 % 2.07% 18.93 % 0.00 % 79.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y Y OU(LTD) €2.556 1 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 0.00 % 0
France 100.00 % 0.00 % 20.07 % 9.87 % 70.06 % 95.00 % 100.00 % 0.00 % Y Y N Y SARL €1 3 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 24
Germany 100.00 % 0.00 % 22.38% 531 % 72.31% 95.00 % 95.00 % 100.00 % Y N N Y GmbH €1 4 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 12
Greece 100.00 % 197 % 6.31 % 27.07% 64.66 % 100.00 % 0.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N N LTD €4.500 2 1 1 1.10% Y Y Y 20.00 % 0
Ireland 100.00 % 197 % 17.29 % 3.69 % 77.05 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 0.00 % Y Y N Y LTD €1 2 1 2 0.00 % Y Y Y 5.00 % 0
Italy 100.00 % 1.23% 21.15% 11.83% 65.79 % 95.00 % 95.00 % 0.00 % Y N N N SRL €10.000 1 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 25.00 % 12
Li i 100.00 % 0.00 % 3.56 % 1.22% 95.23 % 85.00 % 85.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y Y LTD €31.250 1 1 1 1.00 % N Y Y 0.00 % 0
Luxembourg 100.00 % 0.00 % 13.08 % 2.93 % 83.99 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y Y SARL €12.400 0 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 12
Malta 100.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 5.49 % 94.51 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N N LTD €1.500 1 1 1 0.00 % N Y Y 0.00 % 6
Netherlands 100.00 % 0.00 % 12.46 % 7.10 % 80.45 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y BV €18.000 2 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 20.00 % 12
Norway 100.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 8.82 % 91.18 % 97.00 % 97.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N N AS €12.121 2 1 1 0.00 % Y N Y 0.00 % 0
Poland 100.00 % 197 % 13.21% 20.65 % 64.18 % 100.00 % 0.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N N Sp. z 0.0. €12.500 8 1 1 0.50 % Y Y Y 20.00 % 24
Portugal 100.00 % 197 % 16.56 % 7.38 % 74.09 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y N LDA €5.000 1 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 0
Romania 100.00 % 157 % 13.84 % 3.63 % 80.95 % 84.00 % 84.00 % 0.00 % Y Y Y N LTD €55 2 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 10.00 % 24
Russia 100.00 % 197 % 10.24 % 21.89% 65.90 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % Y Y N N LLC and €222 0 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 0.00 % 0

CJsC

Spain 100.00 % 177 % 15.70 % 2.95 % 79.58 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y Y SL €3.006 3 1 1 1.00 % Y N Y 25.00 % 12
Sweden 100.00 % 0.00 % 0.00 % 7.77 % 92.23 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y AB €11.000 2 1 1 0.00 % Y N Y 15.00 % 0
Switzerland 100.00 % 0.00 % 24.87 % 19.09 % 56.04 % 100.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y Y Y GmbH €12.500 0 1 1 1.00 % Y Y Y 20.00 % 0
Ukraine 100.00 % 2.46 % 9.46 % 27.07% 61.01 % 100.00 % 0.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y LTD €6.867 0 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 0.00 % 0
United Kingdom 100.00 % 1.97 % 0.00 % 8.67 % 89.36 % 0.00 % 100.00 % 100.00 % Y Y N Y LIMITED €1 1 1 1 0.00 % Y Y Y 0.00 % 0

The information shown above is for information and comparative purposes only. You should seek professional advice before taking any action. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrievable system, be re-sold in any other form of binding or cover or

transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, digital, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior permission of AGN International Ltd. The information given is correct and up to date, as at April of the current year.
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